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SERMON. 

JOilN. XVm, 36— My Kingdom is not'of tliis wo/ld. 

THE religion, in which the civil rakre of this Common- 
wealth ptofesfs their belief, was as humble in its origin, as, 
it is grand in its design. We behold its author carried 
as a malefactor into the judgment hall of , Pilate, the Ror 
man governor of Judea, and there arraigned as the enemy 
of C'SBsar,— charged, among oth6r crimes, with that of set- 
ting himself up as an earthly king. He, who sought not 
honor from man, and who had not where to lay his head, 
is accused of ambition f-^accused too by the hypoeritic;al 
JeWs, who, if his breast had been fired with the ambitious 
d«sign9> which they attributed to him, would have hailed 
hiib as their deliverer, and would have rallied around his 
atahdaid, that ikey might burst the yoke of oppression^ 
Although the aeeusatioji >i^as jn^ilicious and false ; y et. Je- 
sus. ChriiM; was indeed a King, but such a king, as the. 
world had never seen. In the immutable councils of God 
Jie was desMned to receive a spiritual and exterlasting king- 
dom. "Unto us," said the prophet Isaiah, in reference 
to Christ, " a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the 
■ government shall be upon his shoulder ; and hi§ name 
flhall be called Wondei'ful, Counsellor^ the Mighty God, 
the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the in- 
crease of his goyernment and peace there shall be no end." 
In language equally explicit, the prophet Zecbariah ex- 
claims, anticipating the advent of Messiah, '^rejoice great- 
Jy, O daughter of Zion ; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem* 
]Behold> thy king Cometh unto thee 5 he is just and having 
salvation." In addition to these and other predictions^ 
which Were uttered ages before their acciomplishmeut, we 
hear the angel Gabriel, when he announced to the virgin 
Mary, that she should bring forth a son and call his name 
Jiisus, saying to her, " he shall be great, and shall be cal- 
led the sou of ttie Highest ; and the Lord God will giye 
iMito hm the throne of his father David ; and he shall 



reign over the house of Jacob forever ; and of his king, 
dom there shall be no end," 

In correspondence with these representations we find, 
that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as begotten by the pow- 
er of the Highest, and the Son of man, as born of a wo- 
man, assumed the character of a king. When he went 
up to Jerusalem to the feast, a multitude of his disciples 
met him, and cried out, in the voice of joy and praise, "ho- 
sanna ! 7— Blessed be the king, that-cometh in the name of 
the Lord ; ^peace in heaven, and glory in the highest.^' — 
The unbelieving Pharisees, indignant that such honors 
should be paid him, and that he should receive them, cal- 
led: upon him to rebuke his disciples ; but he answered, 
^"Itell you, that if these shovild hold their peace, the stones 
would, immediately cry out." This assumption of the dig* 
nity of king Messiah rankled in the breast of the earthly 
minded Jews, who expected a temporal prince, and whose 
misapprehensions and pride were shocked by the humble 
circumstances and unambitious character of the Lord of 
glory ; and they maliciously founded upon it one article in 
the accusation, which they produced against him. When 
Pilate, sitting as judge of him, who wilt finally judge an- 
gels and men, interrogated him, in relation to this change, 
*' art thou the king of the Jews ?" — ^the Son of God, vrhile 
he did not, shrink from the avowal of liis dignity, yet con- ' 
descended to vindicate his innocence of the crime alleg, 
cd against him. He relied, in thfc words of the text, my 

KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD, 

, On thi^ anniversary, which is dear to the hearts of the 
citizens of this Comn^onwealth, I propose, my respiected ' 
auditory, to call your attention to the government of Jesus 
Christ, and to illustrate more patticularly the nature of his 
king'dom, especially as contrasted with the kingdoms of 
this world. 

In contemplating the kingdom of Christ, the first sub- 
ject of consideration is its design. 

The fabric of earthly government is reared in order to 
afford mankind a security against many temporial evils, 
from which insulated individuals could not be protected. 
It is true that this structure, which ought to be simple and 



convenient, and a Safe place of Retreat, has sometim6¥ 
been converted into a costly palace, by which means the 
people have been impoverished, and sometimes, into a 
jStrong castle, in which they have been imprisoned. But 
whatever perversions of the ends of government may be 
found in the history of nations, its design, as instituted 
by heaven, is the maintenance of the natural rights of men, 
that they may " lead a quiet and peaceable life in all god- • 
liuess and honesty." When the subject is protected in 
his person, liberty, and property, the end of civil govern- 
ment is accomplished. 

The design of the government of Jesus Christ, on the 
contrary, is not thus confined to this transient life, for he 
came not to wield an earthly authority, such as is pos- 
sessed by the rulers of this world, but to subdue the heart 
and reign in the immortal soul. To those, who are fa- 
miliar with the scriptures, it cannot be necessary to shew, 
that the phrases, " the kingdom of Christ," " the kingdom 
of God," and "■ the kingdom 'of heaven," are of synony- 
mous import, and are promiscuously applied to the chris- 
tian religiott in respect to the dominion of its attthbrj t6 
the form and extent of its existence, to its rnfluenee upon 
the character, and to the blessings which it imparts, both 
in the present and future life, unto them who embrace it. 
This various and indiscriminate phraseology is easily ac- 
pcounted, for, because the authority, possessed by the Son 
of God, was given him by the Father, and is exerted for 
the express purpose of redeeming those, whom he is ap- 
pointed to save, from the bondage of sin, and of exalting 
them to felicity and glory in heaven. It, was a vast design, 
which produced the establishment of the mediatorial king- 
dom of Christ, — a design embracing nothing less, than the 
eternal salvation of the elect. The blessed Redeemer of sin- 
ners came to seek and to save that, which was lost, to dissi- 
pate by the beams of divine truth the darkness, which over- 
(spread the minds of men, to eradicate the spirit of selfish- 
'ness and to implant in the soul the principles of benevo- 
ilence, to extinguish the unholy passions of the heart, to 
render the impious transgressor a devout worshipper of 
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(rod, and tlius tp prepare men for " the inheritancfe of itifi 
saints in light." 

The xUustFioiis statesmaiij who With disinterested zeal . 
appliesthe powers of an enlightened, eomprShensive mind 
to the promotion of the polidcal interests of his coutttry,-^ 
the intrepid hero, who despises danger, when called to 
fight her hatfles in support of her liber^ and rights, — and 
Ihe active philanthropist, who devotes his life to the alle- 
viation oJF human miseiy, are deseifving of high honor ; 
for the objects, which call forth their exertions^ are good 
and great, easting a resplendent beaitti of glory upon those 
who seek them. But what are the highest aims of earth- 
.ly benevolence, compared with the designs of the Son of 
(rod ? His aim was not to enrich the society, in Which he 
lived, with political institutions conducive to their pros- 
perity and glory ; nor to give liberty to a natiofl and to 
jBstablish the independence of his country on an immovea- j 
ble basis ; nor merely to diminish the calamities incident 
to human life. He had a spirit of benevolence, enlarged 
and expanded, extending from earth to heaven, and em-"^ 
bracing eternity instead of a momient. He Came to com- 
jftunieate joys, lading as perG(Bption> and imperishahle as 
the soul. He came to ipipart the knowledge of the true 
(yod, to open the world of spirits to those, who dwell upon 
the earth, to inspire principles, which shall remain and'* 
cheer the heart, when the dearest of earthly privilegesf,* 
shall be lost and the best of earthly institutions shall bif| 
destroyed, '^ 

When we see a virtutous people bursting the chains of' 
oppression and emerging from the damp and contagious 
atmosphere of their prison to breathe the unpolluted air of 
freedom ; — we behold a spectacle ahimating and sublime. 
JBut what is civil IHierty, eompared with that liberty, 
which Jesus Christ bestows upon mankind ? Under the 
freest government unholy passions will tear the bosom at 
the transgressor, and in a few days, should he die in his; 
sins, he will be completely miserable and forever enslav-j 
ed, descending into the everlasting prison of darkness^J 
But let the sinner be liberated from the chains of sin, let 
him be lifted from the corruption of nature to breathe tlie 



pure spitit of grace, and although every ctimbination of 
earthly trouble should assail him, he might still he happy, 
I'ejoicing in the God of his salvation ; and after death he 
will ascend to the eternal mansions of holiness and peace. 
It was the design of Jesus Christ to bestow upon man this 
exalted an,d permanent felicity. The extent of his views, 
when establishing his kingdom, throws contempt upon the 
niarrowriess of all. worldly projects. Before the wideness 
and grandeur of his designs the most extensive .vie\<rs of 
the rulers of earthy empires contract and dwindle into a 
point. 

The Oeigin and foundation of the kingdom of Christ 
demand, in the next place, our attentioh. 

The governments of this World have frequently origina- 
jt«d in conquest and fraud, in the triumph of the strong 
over the weak, and in the impositions of the cunning upon 
the simple. Within the memory of those, who hear me, 
how many new kingdoms hjtve been created 'by the will 
and moulded according to the pleasure of arbitrary power ? 
Seldom has a nation, like our own, after solemn delibera- 
tio[n and with a single view to the public welfare,' defined 
the boundaries between the liberty of the citizen and the 
power of the ruler, and established a free and equal sys ^ 
|em of government. Although it is the will of God, that 
men should be cOnnected'in civil society ; yet he has de- 
signated no familiies nor individuals, as' having a natura,l 
right to govern the rest of mankind. Enlightened by his 
word, our reason must indeed co^ji^ent to the position, that 
those, who are pre- eminent for intellectual greatness, for 
comprehensive views and keen discernment, for wisdom 
in contrivance and vigor in exeeutidn, — who are influen- 
ced by the purest principles of virtue, and who ha*^e the 
deepest sense of accountability and the most ardent devo- 
tion,— in short, that those, who are best qualified to govern, 
ought to be elevated to power. But even they have no 
claims to ddniiniou, which they may enforce, and in the 
whole history of the world we find feW such men invested 
with, supreme .authority. 

' While the constitutions of most states are the edicts of 
triumphant ambition, or imperfect and mutilated charters 
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of freeflom, wrested from the hands of tyranny ; the foun- i ' 
dation of the empire of Christ was laid injustice. The 
great God, whose everlasting counsels will stand> and whtt 
will do all his pleasure, hath constituted his beloved Son 
the ruler of the world, " putting, all tMn^ in subjection 
under his feet," and requiring all men to receive him as 
their sovereign. Thus by the express designatio^i of the 
Father, he is made Lord of all, " angels, and authorities,, 
and powers being made subject unto him/' All the qual- 
ifications for empiire are also concentrated in his charactery 
such as perfect benevolence, and consummate wisdom,, 
and irresistible power ; so that on this account his claim 
to authority is very unlike the preteijsions of many of the 
rulers of this world, as well as on account of the necessary 
dependence of all things upon his supporting hand, " for 
by him were all things created, that are in heaven and that 
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones 
or dominions, or principalities or .powers / all things were 
created by him and for him, and by hi.iii all things consist.'^ 
There ate yet other reasons, which establish hisrighfof 
dominion.. He is the Redeemer of sinners, the mediator 
between God and man ; and in consequence of his humili- 
ation and of *^ his obedience to the death of the cross, God 
hath highly exalted him? and given him a name, which i^ 
above every name ; that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth, and that every tongue should con- 
fess, that Jesus Christ % Jjord, to the gloi'y of Grod the 
Father." His empire is founded in conquest ; but it was 
a conquest over the powers of darkness, intrenched in the 
human heart — over, the enemies of holiness and goodness: 
His empire is founded in blood ; not however in the blood 
of slaughtered armies, but in his own blood, voluntarily 
shed- in order that, he might make propitiation for the 
sins of the world, — in order that he might redeem the en- 
slaved, and pardon the guilty, and save the lost. It is 
therefore most fit^ that he should be invested with the atr 
tributes of royalty ; — -it is therefore most fit, that ^' the ten 
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands 
of the heavenly host should say with a loud voice, vv^orthy 
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is the Lamb, that was slain, to receive power, and riehes> 
and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and gloi:y, and bles- 
sing !" 

While the dominion of the Son of God is thtis establish: 
ed in righteousness, the laws of his kingdom are perfect- 
ly good. 

As earthly legislatures, composed of depraved men, are 
liable to corruption and sometimes cftmpletely under the 
control of sovereigns, who have little regard for the pub- 
lie welfare ; the statutes, which they makfe, are frequently 
designed rather for the honor and interest of the prince, 
than for the benefit of the subject, and are statutes of un- 
righteousness. How often has " the throne of iniquity 
framed mischief by a law ?" How often, in the history of 
nations, have the people of a king groaned under the op- 
pression of unjust laws, and been subjected to a mej"ciless 
and resistless tyranny ? Even in free republics, legisla- 
tive assemblies, through ignorance and misapprehension, 
or from party zeal and love of power, may establish laws, 
manifestly partial, unequal, and unjust. 

It is a grand distinction in the kingdom of Christ, that 
all his precepts are benevolent, and wi^e, and holy. • The 
liORD, who is our lawgiver and our king, loves righteous- 
ness and hates iniquity ; and " the law of the Lord is 
perfect, converting the soul 5 the testimony of the Lord is 
sure, making wise the simple ; the statutes of the Lord 
are right, rejoicing the heart ;■ the commandment of the 
Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes." He requires men, 
whose senses he has rendered the sources of deilight, and 
whom he has surrounded by objects, capable of affording 
them gratification, to be temperate in the enjoyment of 
earthly good, and to subject their passions to rules, de- 
signed to guard against the evils of excess, preserving un- 
impaired the powers both of mind and body, that they may 
prosecute with vigor the great objects of their being. He 
reqiiires men, whom he has placed together in society, to 
be united in affection, to sympathise with each other in 
scenes both of joy and of sorrow, to respect each other's 
rights and seek each other's welfare ; — ^the rich to be 
^ rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to com- 
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umnicate, thus laying up in store/ for themselves a good 
foundation against the time to come, that they may lay 
hold on eternal life;" — ^the poor to be industrious and 
Contented, "rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom/ which 
he hath promised to them, that love him ;" — ^the sujtgect 
to honor and obey i^e magistrate, and the magistrate to 
be upright and diligent, ^' fearing God and hating eove- 
tousness." He requires men, who are sinners, condemn- 
ed by the divine law, and liable to " everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of 
his power," immediately to repent and implore mercy, 
and to believe in him, " who is exalted a Prince and a 
Savior for to give repentance and the remission of sins," 
and who can pardon the greatest sin, and wash away the 
deepest stain of guilt, and give peace to the most disqui- 
eted conscience, and gladden the most desponding heart. 
He requires men, who are the creatures of God, to love 
Hm with all their souls, to prefer the light of his counte- 
nance to the brightest prospects of eaythly felicity, to bow 
submissive to his will under all the afflicting dispensations 
of his providence, to praise him for the various acts of his 
goodness, and to " worship him continually in the beauty 
of holines^s," He requires men, who will soon be remov- 
ed from the earth, to set their affection on things, which - 
are heavenly and divine, to "seekfirstthe kingdom of God,'? 
to covet incorruptible treasures, to thirst for perpetual 
joys, and to aspire after immortal glory. 

Who can be so blind as not to perceive, that these laws 
ai-e stamped with wisdom and goodness, and that if unir 
versally obeyed, they would banish from the earth a great 
part of the misery, which exists, and would exalt men to 
the highest and m^ost durable felicity ? Take the characr 
ter of a good man from the precepts of the gospel ; — ^be^ 
hold it in the life of Jesus ! What humility, what meek^ 
ness and gentleness, what purity and temperance and 
wisdom, what kindness and disinterested good will, what 
a bright flame of piety and devotion, what unquenetiable 
zeal for the glory of God and the salvation of men shine 
forth in his example ? Imagine, that all men were mould- 
ed into the ^ame fprin of goodness ; and say, whether the. 
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wilderness would not then become a fruitful field ? — 
Whether this desolate world would not be converted into' 
the paradise of God ? 

It is a peculiarity in the laws of Christ, that they are 
spiritual, extending to the thoughts atid affections and 
purposes of the heart, and binding in all cases the con- 
science. Although the design of government confines the 
acts of earthly legislatures to the civil conduct, the re- 
striction has been often disregarded, and in numberless 
instances the vain and preposterous attempt has been 
made to regulate the understandings and faith of men. 
Chiefly by the instigation of worldly minded ecclesi- 
astics, the civil power has frequently prescribed , what 
doctrines of religion should be believed, and. what du- 
ties of religion should be performed. .But Whenever hu- 
man laws come in competition with the divine law, en- 
joining what God forbids, or forbidding what God enjoins, 
every conscientious man, who remembers, that he sus- 
tains an individual accountability, will disobey them, and 
with the determined courage of Peter and John in a simi- 
lar situation will say unto those, who intrude upon the 
prerogative: of Jehovah, " whether it be right in the isight 
of God to hearken unto you, more than unto God, judge 

y^-" - . . ..-" 

In its ADMINISTRATION, as wcU as in its laws, the king- 
dom of Jesus Christ has little affinity with the kingdoms of 
this world. 

' On the height of/poWer, man is apt to be giddy. The 
princes of the earth, in administering the affairs of their re- 
spective empires, have generally imagined, that they were 
lifted above all responsibility. They have been unmindful 
of the future judgment, and have overlooked the tremendous 
abyss, into wlijch they were about to plunge themselves. 
.In the prosecution of their narrow, selfish, and unholy de- 
signs, thtey have been deaf to the ^oice of justice and hu- 
manity. Urged by the irrepressible desire of extending 
wide their personalauthority, of increasing their resources, 
and of sending out their fame to the ends of the earth, how 
often have kings and emperors waged unjust wars> and ac- 
quired by violence the means of prosecuting them ? Of all 
the forms, in which human guilt can be presented to the eye, 
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a mighty warrior, >yieldiiig a gigantic force, which he has 
created by crime, and guiding it to universal conquest, is 
the most terrific. And how perverted and depraved are 
the sentiments of mankind, when the most crimson guilt,' 
because connected with mighty talents or because it is tri- 
umphant, is considered as bleached into the whiteness of 
snow, and when what is vast and desolating- is admired, 
rather than what is good and useful ? The records of histo- 
ry are familiar to you ; but it cannot be necessary to ap- 
peal to your recollection of the ages, that are past, to con- 
vince you, that the administration of human governments is 
frequently iniquitous. The present age has been filled 
with profligate treachery and enormous violence ; and the 
outrages upon the dearest rights of (freemen, which we our- 
(Selves have experienced, must impress us more forcibly, 
than any historical factSj with the conviction, that the king-' 
doms of this world are frequently administered by injustice^' 
and should lead us to contemplate with joy unspeakable the- 
kingdom of Jesus Christ, the administration, of which is 
perfectly righteous. 

We hear the voice of prophecy saying, in reference to 
this King of Zion, " thy throne, O God, is forever and ev- 
er; the sceptre of thy kingdom is aright sceptre." In- 
istead of oppressing mankind, " he judges the poor of the 
people, he saves the children of the needy, he breaks in 
pieces the oppressor," Instead of desolating as- a torrient, 
/** he comes down like rain upon the mown grass, as show- 
.ftrs, that water the earth." Instead of being a scourge, to 
ithe human race, '^ he is an hiding place from the wind, 
and a covert from the tempest j as rivers of water in a dry 
place ; as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land." 

As his object is not the establishment of temporal do- 
minion, but the promotion of virtue and holiness ; so the 
principal agents, which he employs, are not crafty poHti- 
.cians nor blood thirsty warriors, but humble ministers 0f 
the gospel, among whom, as at first, so now there are " not 
many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble, for God hath chosen the foolish thiugs of the world 
to confound the wise, and the weak things of the world 
to confound the things, which are mighty,^-^that no flesh 
should glory in his presence." It is by means of the plain 



io 

^and faithful preaching of the gospel, by the earnest incul- 
cation of the doctrine of the cross, that the prey is rescued 
from the destroyer, that aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel are introduced into the household of faith, that en- 
slaved sinners are '' delivered from the power of darkness 
and translated into the kingdom of God's dear Hon," and 
that the everlasting purposes of God, pertaining to the sal- 
vation of men, are carried into effect. The grand efficient 
agent in the kingdom of the Redeemer is the Holy SpiRiXy 
by whom the sinner is " created anew in Christ Jesus un- 
to good works," and whose agency, whenever it is exerted 
in rene,wing the heart, precludes the possibility of resist- 
ance, for it is an influence oyqr the aifections and will. 

As the kingdom of Christ is purely spiritual, being the 
empire of truth in the heart, he has given to his ministers 
none but spiritual powers. He says to them, " ye know^ 
that they, which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles, 
exercise lordship over them, and their great ones exercise 
authority upon them ; but so it shall not be among you ; 
but whosoever will be great among you shall be your min- 
ister ; and whosoever of you will be chief shall be servant 
of all." Unmindful of this fundamental law, the heralds 
of the cross soon aspired after worldly authority, and the 
world has seen with amazement the pretended vicar of 
Jesus Christ binding princes in chains, and disposing of 
kingdoms by his word. In consequence of the fatal alli- 
ance, which the church has claimed and formed with the 
state, not only has the purity of the gospel been corrupted, 
bat thousands have been tortured in order to extort from 
them a confession of heresy, and millions have been put 
to death because they would not conform to the religion, 
whicli was established by law. But in the providence of 
God " the wrath of man is made to praise Him." It was 
to escape from ecclesiastical tyranny, that the fathers of 
this commonwealth braved the dangers of a deep, almost 
trackless, and the horrors of a wilderness, in which was 
heard only the yell of the savage. They brought with 
them an abhorrence of ecclesiastical oppression, and an in- 
extinguishable love of liberty. The spirit, which animat- 
ed them, has descended unimpaired and very much en- 
lightened and improved to their children, now spread over 
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this extensive country 5 a.nd at length, through the divide 
goodness, we s^e in our constitutions of governmenf; the 
temple of civil and religious liberty i, resting on solid foofl^' 
datibns; reared in just proportions and beautiful simplicity,' 
capacious, easy of access, and forever, as we trust, an asy- 
lum for the oppressed servants of Jesus Christ. 

It is a chief excellence in our civil constitutioiis, that re- 
ligion, or what is called religion, is not interwoven in theit 
texture, and that they are innocent of the crime of impi- 
ously encroaching upon the concerns of a kingdom, which 
is not of this world. No tyrannical bishop is here "' a lord 
over God's heritage." No dignity claims the power of 
appointing the preachers of the everlasting gospel ; ;;and 
the right of patronage introduces no servants of Satan into 
the vineyard of the Lord. No covetous shepherd is'em- 
P0wereti by law " to eat the fat and to clothe himself with, 
the wool, while he feeds not the flock." But, while we re- 
joice in the wise separation, which^is. made between the 
church and the state ; it ought not to b6 forgotten, that ,! re- 
ligion is intimately connected "with the proper subjects^of 
legislative consideration ; that the friends of religion, unit- 
ed in; benevolent societies, have earthly interests, which 
need the protection of law ; and that civil rulers, without 
"ereating a religious establishment, without prostituting the 
sa<jred ordinances of the gospel, as qualifications for office, 
without encroaching upon' what is purely ecclesiastiealf ^ 
should frown upon impiety, and encourage goodness, and 
extiend the -privileges of the gospel to those, who otherwise 
-woiild not enjoy them. ', ^ 

The EXTENT and duration, of the kingdom of Christ 
clahn, in the last place, our attention. , 

The empires of this world, we know, are limited, and 
fluctuating, and perishable ; for the great monarchies and 
irepublics, which have filled the earth with misery* and the 
pages of history with recorded crimes, have in no instance 
acquired universal dominion, and have passed away.' In 
like manner, at tfie time which God .has appointed, the 
most powerful kingdoms, which now exist^ will be over^ 
turned. Bnt the kingdom of the Redeemer is immoveable^ ,; 
and is destined to. prevail thi'oughout the earth, and to be 
perpetual in heaven. '' I saw in. the night-visions," saith 
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the prophet TOahiel, " and behold one, like the Son of man, 
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient 
of days, and they brought him near before him. And there 
was given him, dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that 
all people, nalions, and languages should serve him : his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom that, 
whiclf shall not be destroyed." He has the promise, from 
the Father, of '' the heathen for his inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for his possession." To the 
view of unbelief great and insurmountable obstacles to the 
general establishment of the reign of Christ will appear to 
exist. But in the sovereignty of Jesus, "the King of 
kings and the Lord of lords," the eye of faith will discern 
a cause, adequate to the removal of all obstacles and to 
the complete accomplishment of what is predicted in the 
divine word. '^ The kings of the earth may set themselves 
ligainst him ;-^but He, that sitteth in the heavens shall 
laugh ; the Lord shall have them in derision." The same 
irresistible power, which accompanied the gospel, when it 
was first promulgated, subduing the prejudices of the un- 
lettered, and the arrogance of the learned, and the author- 
ity of the mighty, will still accompany it, until the domiur 
ion of Christ shall extend " from sea to sea, and from the 
river to the ends of the earth." 

The attentive reader of prophecy and observer of events 
must perceive in the present state of the world striking in- 
dications, that the period is not remote, when the predic- 
tions of Kim, " who declareth the end from the beginning," 
and " who worketh all things after the counsel of his own 
will," shall be accomplished ; — when " in the wilderness 
waters shall break out, and streams in the desert ;" — when 
'' instead of the thorn shall come up the fir-tree, and in- 
stead of the brier shall come up the myrtle-tree ;" — when 
" the durk places of the earth" shall be penetrated by the 
hright beams of the Sun of Righteousness ; — when " the 
habitations of cruelty" shall become the abodes of gfen* 
tleness and love ; — when " the confused noise of the 
warrior" shall subside, and the voice of kindness and 
friendship shall be heard in its stead ; — and when " the 
inhabitants of the rock shall sing, and they shall shout 
from the top of the mountains, and give glory unto the 
3 



iiord, and declare hispraise in the islands." But wbetlii^ 
er the period be nigh or distant ; yet, if the scriptures are 
true, all the enemies of the cross will be defeated and 
humbled by the omnipotence of Jesus, and this King of 
glory will extend his conquests, until at length *' gi'eat; 
voices in heaven" will be heard, " saying, the kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ ; and he shall reign* forever and ever." In- the view 
ofithese promises, in the anticipation of these events, every 
disciple of the Redeemer will be disposed to exclaim, 
*' blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only 
doeth wondrous things ; and blessed be his glorious name 
forever, and let the whole earth be filled with his glory. 
Amen and amen." 

In contemplating this: scene of felicity the heart of the 
benevolent man almost bursts with gladness. But bright-' 
er and more magnificent prospects are placed before him, 
for the kingdom of the Redeemer, thus universally estab- 
lished in the earth, will not only exist " as long- as the sun 
and the moon shall endure ;" but when the earth shall be 
consumed, and the sun shall be blotted out, it will remain 
unshaken. The Son of God will reign until all his ; ene- 
mies shall be subdued, and " the last enemy, that shall be 
destroyed, is Death." Even this enemy, to- whom the Idnga 
and emperors of this world are subject, and who breaks in 
pieces their sceptres and crumbles their thrones into dust ; 
— -this cruel tyra-nt, whom no entreaties can soften and no 
bribes divert from his purpose, who spares neither the holy 
nor the sinful, and who can neither be awed by dignity nor 
intimidated by power ; — even this mighty conqueror, who 
will triumph over the millions of the human race, will him- 
self be subdued by the irresistible arm of Jesus Christy for 
'^ all, who are in their graves, shall hear the voice of the 
Son of God, and shall cotne forth,, they who have done 
good to the resurrection of life^ and they who have done 
evil to the resurrection of damnation." How joyful and 
glorious to the righteous, but how terrifying to the wicked 
will be this peMod, when the Lord Jesusy with his foot upi- 
on the neck of thi§ potent enemy, and enriched with his 
spoils, shall declare to the universe, that Death is dead>, 
and, that his sleep sTiall be eternal ! 
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'Then ^ill come the consummation of all things, *when ^ihe 
€rreat Head of the Church, having destroyed all his ene- 
mies and brought all the redeemed to " the kingdom, pre- 
pared for them from the foundation of the world," shall de- 
liver up his mediatorial authority to God, even the Father, 
-^« that God may be all In all." " Then shall the right- 
eous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father," 
and they will forever ascribe *' blessing, and honor, and 
glory, and power unto him, that sitteth upon the throne," 
and unto the Lamb." 

The subject, upon which, we have been dwelling, has a 
powerful claim to the attention of those, whom, the suf- 
frages of freemen have constituted legislators and rulers, 
aad upon whom the preacher is called this day to enforce 
the duty of subjection to the authority of Jesus Christ. ^It 
is<to his mind a grateful reflection, that the first and second 
magistrates of this commonwealth are by profession^ and, 
as we trust, in reality, supremely attached to the prosperi- 
ty of the kingdom of Christ. In addressing them and 
their associates in the management of our public, affairs, all 
of whom, in obedience to the constitution, have avowed 
their belief in the divine authority of the Christian religion,, 
the preachy, who draws his instructions and exhortations 
from the scriptures, and who approaches them in the name 
and with the spirit of his Master, may speak without fear, 
for he has a right to presume, that they will hear his words 
with respect. 

Your particular duties in relation to tiiie public concerns 
of this commonwealth it is not my province, respected rul- 
ers, to point out to you ; but I may beg you faithfully and 
firmly to discharge them, that ye may prove " the minis- 
ters of God for good" to the people, whose civil interests 
are committed to your care. It is natural, that political 
subjects should occupy much of your attention ; that ye 
should search into the foundation- find -principles of our 
state and national ^governments ; - that ye should be 
anxious to enact the most - wholesome laws, and es- 
pecially, in the perilous days of war to adopt the best 
measures for protecting the persons and guarding the lib- 
,erties of the citizens of this state, while ye also respect 
the rights of the general government, and seek to preserve 
iUabroken the harmonies of the national imipn. But in the 



20 

kingdom of Christ there is presented to you a subjeet of 
transcendent dignity and importance,-T-Ta subject, which 
will concern you, when the fabric of all earthly govern- 
ments shall be dissolved, the thrones of monarchs being 
overturned and the foundations of republics ploughed up, 
-^-a subject which will affect, you, when the earth shall be> 
in flames and all its perishable interests shall be consumed, 
Ye Flathers of our Republic ! A minister of the ever- 
lasting-gospel need offer no- apology for exhorting you to 
make it the great object of your being in all situations, pri^- 
vate and public, — ^by all yoar influence, whether derived 
from wealth, talenty^ distinction, or power,*r-by your exam- 
ple and prayers,— with the energy of hope and the zeal of: 
love to promote the interests of the kingdom of God. 
• "Ye believe the scriptures. Ye know, that " the unright- 
eous" of whatever class, — that thoser who are guilty ofl 
f' hatred, variance, eiflulations, wrath, strife, seditions," as 
well as the covetous, and those, who yield themselves to 
the lusts of the flesh, shall not inherit the kingdom of God, 
— a kingdom, which is "within you," and which is "not 
meat and 4lriiik, but righteousness, peace, and joy in the' 
Holy Ghost.'? In the view of these truths, and impressed 
with your accountability to God, who has " ordained the 
powers that be," and whose " ministers" ye are, ye must 
feel it your duty to be '^ a terror to evil works," and. es- 
pecially to set yourselves against all those prevalent vices, 
which expose us, as a people, to the judgments of heaven. 
Permit me to ask, 'whether there are no vices, most ruinous 
'to the welfare of society, which need the correction of law; 
and whether we have no laws, which sleep^ and sleep toq 
because magistrates are unfaithful,, bearing the sword in 
vain ?, If those, who are elevated above their brethren in 
the community, and whose Itifluence is powerful, would ex- 
ert themselves with vigor, and would act in concert ; might 
they not set a flood-gate against the overflowings of intem- 
perance? Might they not silence the tongue of the pro- 
fane swearer? Might they not, on the sabbath, stop the 
wheels of the coach and of the waggon ? Might they not, 
if in no other way, yet by their example, cheek that unqui- 
et> violent, head-long spirit of party, wl^ch is a national 
sin, and which, if not softened down into the *^ modera- 
tion," enjoined in the gospel, may scatter to the winds our 
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hopes of a permanent, united government, such as was es- 
tablished by our fathers ? 

Among the iniquities, which prevail in this country, may 
we not consider an unbalanced, political zeal as an evil of 
wide extent and most threatening aspect ? It is a leprosy, 
which is felt from one extremity of the) continent to the oth- 
er, overspreading the whole boidy ; for is it not politics, 
which chiefly occupies the thoughts^ employs' the conver- 
sation, awakens the desires, and stimulates the exertions of 
the greater part of the citizens of the United States ? Are 
not most men anxious for the triumph of a particular party, 
as, though eternity hung upon the result of apolitical strug- 
gle? It may be said indeed, that the times are dangerous ; 
that the critical situation of our public affairs demands the 
most vigorous exertions ; that our inestimable rights and 
privileges are invaded and it is incumbent upon us to de- 
fend them ; that coldness would be a crime. But to all 
this it is easy to answer, that objects of the greatest magni- 
tude claim the most ardent zeal, and that We are required 
by our sovereign to " seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness." And if any wordly object is dear to 
us, the only certain way to accomplish it is to secure the 
divine blessing upon our efforts. If we exclude God from 
our thoughts and are not chiefly anxious to promote his 
glory; we have reason to apprehend, that he will blast our 
purposes, however wise, and will render our exertion^ in- 
effectual, however active. One pious, devout, zealous 
Christian is of more real value to a cduntry, than hosts of 
nominal patriots'. Had there beeh ten good men in Sodom, 
they would have rescued that city from the desolatiion, 
which all the skill of her statesmen could not avert. ' 

' Suffer me then, venerable Rulersj to exhort you to ac- 
cept the privileges, to respect the laws, and to seek the 
interests of the kingdom of Christ. Your examples, if 
good,, will diffuse blessings through the State ; but if bad 
will spread wide the contagion of evil. Should ye neglect 
the gospel of salvation, your own enlightened reason must 
convince you, that no common degree of guilt will attach 
to your rebellion against the authority of God, for multi- 
tudes, who are disposed to tread in your steps, will follow 
you in the downward path to misery ; but if ye yield your- 



selves to -the obedience of faith, and zealously promote the 
kingdom of the blessed Redeemer of sinners, yours will be 
a conspicuous reward. However elevated ye may be in 
dignityj' and illustrious for knowledge and talents ; yet it 
is made your duty, as it is the duty of all men, to receive 
the kingdom of God with the docility of a child, remem- 
bering, that " the wisdom of this world is foolishness with 
. God." To be unmindful of the necessity of conversion by 
the grace of the Almighty, since "flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God ;"- — to , be unimpressed with 
your guilt, as transgressors of the divine law, for "all have 
sinned ;" — to feel no necessity for the mediation of Jesus 
Christ in order to make atonement for iniquity and to bring 
the promise -of pardon to the, guilty ; — to discern nothing of 
his greatness and majesty, as the King, whom the GFather 
hath set upon his'holy hill of Zion ; — to be regardless of 
the pure and. benevolent precepts of his gospel? — to be 
thus impenitent and unbelieving is to rebel against the au- 
thority of Jehovah, and to refuse subjection to the empire 
of Christ. If therefbre ye would not be disobedient to the 
Most High, nor ungrateful to Him, 'Who expij-ed in agony 
for your redemption ; if ye would participate in the rich 
blessings, which the mighty Redeemer hath promised to his 
servants ; if ye. would acquire fortitude for the hour of suffer- 
ing, and courage for the hour of danger ; if ye would be sus- 
tained and comforted under the trials of life ; if ye would 
he lifted in a great .degree above the vicissitudes of this 
■world and be gladdened with the hope of immorlal felicity 
in heaven; it is indispensably necessary, that ye keep the 
commandments of Jesus. And ought not the perfect Itoli- 
ness and perpetual happiness of. heaven to enkindle desires 
more intense, and to awaken efforts more vigorous, than 
are excited by ebjects, which relate only to this world? 
The transient applauses of your fellow men, the perishable 
distinction, acquired by reaching an eminence, from which 
ye may look down upon others, the momentary admira- 
tion, gained by the display of treasured learning or of 
iranseendent talents, the empty honor of living in the re- 
membrance of the present or of having your name repeated 
fey future generations, the bewildering joy of political tri- 
umph, the dtizzling, but fading lustre, which c?in be tbro^ya 
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around you by accumulated wealtJi and by the pomp and! 
parade of life ; can these illusions of the world bear any 
comparison with the real, incorruptible, unchanging^ ever- 
lasting blessings of the kingdom of Jesus Christ ? 

I am standing in the presence of men, whom I respect, 
and whom the gospel, which I preach, commands me to 
honor. But " although ye are as gods, yet yei shall die 
like men." Ye will be swept away like the generations of 
your Fathers. Ye will be divested of dignity and despoil- 
ed of power. And when your eye shall • be closing on all 
earthly scenes; then will the public interests of this com- 
monwealth, of this united Republic, and of all the king- 
doms of the earth seem to you light as vanity, except as 
thy affect the interests of the kingdom of Christ; then 
will that political zeal, which enthrones itself in the heart, 
seem to you madness ; and then, if ye have no bright pros- 
pects, no :ehe6ring expectations, no jelevated hopes, the ap- 
proach of the king of terrors will fill you with dismay. 
Beyond the grave I shall stand with you in another assem- 
bly, in the great congregation of all the children of men, 
" for tlie Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice iof the archangel, and with the trump 
of God.''' Then shall the dead be raised, and the almight- 
ty judge f^ will render to every man aceording to Ms deeds, 
to them, who by patient continuance in well doing seek tor 
glory and honor and immortality, eternal life ; but unto 
Item, that are contentious and do not obey the truth, but 
obey unrighteousness, indignation arid wrath? tribulation 
and anguish upon every soul of man, that doeth.evil- — - 
but glory, honor, and peace to every man, that worketh 
good for there is no respect of persons with God-" 

May -God in infinite mercy grant, that in that great and 
dreadful day of the Lord, in which, the kingdoms of this 
world shall be destroyed, and the whole earth shall be in 
flames, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, and 
the heavens shall be rolled together like a scroll and shall 
pass aw«ay with a great noise, we may all stand undismay- 
ed amid the ruins of creation, and with the ransomed of 
the Lord may ascend to the heavenly Zion with songs and 
everlasting joy upon pur heads, ^' an entrance being minis- 
tered unto us abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.*' Amen. 



